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How this plan came about . . .

At the request of the Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,

the Utah Weed Control Association (UWCA) accepted the task

of developing a statewide strategic plan for managing noxious
and invasive weeds. A Weed Summit was held in Provo, Utah

in an effort to bring together interested and diverse people,
organizations, and agencies that have an interest in weed
management and control. Over the past several years, the UWCA
invested time, energy, and resources to update this plan.

The updated plan is the product of many individuals and
organizations that contributed time and thought to develop a
framework for cooperative and coordinated weed management
efforts across Utah's landscape of public and private lands. During
the course of updating the plan many suggestions and ideas were
presented from many different organizations and an effort has
been made to incorporate those recommendations in this updated

strategic plan.

The UWCA would like to extend special thanks to the states of
Idaho, Montana, and Nevada for their cooperation and assistance
in updating the Utah Strategic Plan. We acknowledge that many
of the problems related to management of invasive weed species
are similar among the Intermountain States and look forward to
expanding our activities with our neighboring states.

Although Utah is not severely infested with all of the noxious
weed species that are found in the western United States, the
development of a collaborative and cooperative effort involving all
agencies and organizations in the state will increase our ability to
help stop the introduction and spread of invasive species on public
and private land.

Traditionally weed management has been an issue related to
agriculture and agricultural production. Introcduced and aggressive
weed species crowd out native vegetation, increase problems

with erosion, decrease forage production on land that is used by
domestic and wild animals and negatively impact the public in
many ways. Noxious and invasive weeds are not just a problem for
agriculture, they are everyone’s problem.
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1 Provide guidelines for private, county, state, municipality, and federal land managers to develop goals
and plans consistent with state and national strategies.

Utah State Capitol
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A. Background and Impact

A weed is simply a plant out of place. A plant is usually considered a weed when it interferes with beneficial
uses of land or water, displaces desirable or native plants,
or affects human and animal health, Weeds aggressively
compete for moisture, nutrients, space, and sunlight with
surrounding desirable plants. Most troublesome weeds
are exotics or non-native species that exhibit aggressive
invasive behavior, are highly adaptive, have high
reproductive abilities, and are persistent. They typically
invade where human activities have caused disturbances
such as road construction, non-intensive farming, poorly
managed grazing or logging, urban development

and high impact recreation. However, large natural
disturbances such as drought, fires, and floods may also
play a role in the spread of invasive plants.

Noxious weeds are designated by state law (Utah Code Cutleaf vipergrass in alfalfa.

4-17) or county ordinance because they cause, or can cause,

extraordinary negative economic and ecological impacts. Control is usually difficult and expensive, so
emphasis is on education, prevention, and keeping populations and infestations at manageable levels.
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Dyer's Woad along road and railway.
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Applying herbicide in weed infested crops
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Photos (upper left to center right are courtesy of the USDA Forest Service and Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources.
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A. History and Legal Authority

State responsibility and authority:

The noxious weed law is administered by the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF). The
enforcement of the law is basically the responsibility of the individual counties, county weed boards and
county weed supervisors.
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Utah Department of Agriculture and Food offices in 5alt Lake City.
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County responsibility and authority:

The law provides authority to local county officials to conduct a complete weed control program in each
county. It gives the counties authority to enforce the control of noxious weeds infesting lands within the
state and to prevent the spread of noxious weeds by regulating the movement of articles contaminated

Each county is to establish a county weed
control board with three to five appointed
members. If the county has a county
council, a county commissioner or a
county executive is also appointed to the
board. This representative shall act as a
coordinator between the county and the
weed board.

Two members of the board shall be
farmers or ranchers whose primary source
of income is derived from production
agriculture. Members are appointed to

a four-year term and can be removed for
CaLse,

The county extension agent, the UDAF

compliance specialist, and the county weed  roypry Weed Supervisors at their annual spring training.
supervisor serve as ex-officio members of the board. Others may also be invited to be ex-officioc members of

the board.,
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B. Funding

County weed departments gather for cooperative spray day.
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C. Various Methods of Control

Aerial sprayving in Cache County to control ventemata.

Backpack spraying Riding into Book Cliffs W5A Spraying with ATV-trailer tank
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Mission: Responsibly manage noxious and invasive weeds in Utah.

Overview

Weed Supervisors visit farm on annual spring training tour.
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A. Education and Research

B. Inventory, Mapping, and Monitoring

THE UTAH S5TRATEGIC PLAN FOR MANAGING NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS
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Weed supervisors learn about Malta starthistle, g new invader, first found in Washington County...

C. Prevention, Early Detection, and Rapid
Response
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Weed reproduction and dispersal
Weed ecology

Plant competition

Biological weed control

Chemical weed control

Preventive weed control
Mechanical (physical) weed control
Integrated pest management
Books

10. Websites
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{Clockwise) Pond infested with parrot feather, parrot feather
underwater, Eurasian watermilfoil

E. Revegetation/Rehabilitation/Restoration
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Goal: Promote the implementation of comprehensive, economical
and ecologically based, integrated weed management programs.

A. Education and Research

e, Educate naturalists at federal parks about the impact of invasive
species,

4, Involve school K-12
a. Develop a weed curriculum.
b. Engage National Science Teachers.
€. Include weed education in Junior Master Gardener program.
d. Sponsor weed awareness days.

5. Raise awareness among the general public using:
a. Publications.
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B. Mapping, Monitoring, and Inventory

1. Promote the continued adoption of standardized mapping, monitoring, and inventory approaches by
weed managers in Utah.

2. Encourage updating of data in EDDMaps to document treated
plants, eradicated populations, or other weed population
changes.

3. Support further development of online resources to support
documentation of weed distribution, treatment status, and
management effectiveness.

C. Prevention, Early Detection, and Rapid
Response

1. Track invasive species in neighboring counties and states and share
information via partnerships and county weed supervisor networks

2. Develop guidelines, educational materials (public, highway and
construction companies, nurseries, railroads, etc.)

3. Regulate known pathways for invasive species, e.q. federal agencies
requiring rinsing of equipment, requirements for rinsing boats/

THE UTAH STRATEGIC PLAN FOR MANAGING NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS
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Earl ¥y Detection—~preventative actions - addressing new invaders early before they become signifi-

cant ecosystem-altering or economically devastating issues - is the cheapest first line of defense.

NOXIOUS WEED
FIFLD OIDE
FOR UTAE - 3

Rﬂﬂfd REIPEHSE—Hapid response towards newly discovered invasives will require action on plants
not yet on the State Noxious Weed list. Although a plant not being on the State Noxious Weed list does not
preclude this kind of action, it does make setting priorities somewhat more complicated.

OIS TITVF 1IVaue >,

2. Assist county weed boards, CWMAs, or other partner groups in
setting priorities through a coordinated decision support system.

3. Distribute Weed Alerts through communication netwaorks, mailings,
and websites.

4. Allocate resources to new invaders.

African Rue
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D. Control - Integrated Weed Management

1. Encourage and incentivize counties, CWMAs, land managers, and
agencies to develop Integrated Weed Management Plans.

2. Provide assistance to individuals and weed management groups
as they use methods of weed management beyond traditional
herbicides.

3. Continue to provide a biocontrol specialist to assist counties and
CWMAs in the use of biocontrol agents to manage specific weeds.

E. Revegetation/Rehabilitation/Restoration
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F. Regulation and Enforcement

Action Items:

1. Utilize county weed boards to adminster the weed law.

2. Foster actions of CWMA's to communicate and equally implement
the Noxious Weed Law from county to county.

3. Representatives of UWCA, UDAF, UWSA, and USU Extension Service
will review the Utah Noxious Weed Law and other related policies
and laws, i.e. (1) Seed Law; (2) Nursery Law; and (3) Weed Free Feed
and Forage.

G. Funding

1. Seek funding from all sources to support weed management
activities.

2. Increase applications from CWMAs and counties where high priority
weeds are present.

3. Assist weed managers in applying for funds, implementing grant-
funded projects, and providing timely, accurate, complete reports.

4. Maintain and increase funding through documenting management
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County Weed Supervisor Offices of Utah
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Utah Noxious Weed List
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